Rugby Rail Users Group 
Timetable Analysis


Rugby  Train Services

Effect of the New Timetable introduced in December 2008

Good Features of the New Timetable:

· The introduction of an hourly train service via the Trent Valley Line to Crewe.

· Increase in frequency of local services to Birmingham, Northampton, Milton Keynes, Watford Junction and London Euston 

· A regular hourly Virgin train service to London Euston and to Birmingham.

Bad features of the New Timetable:

· Withdrawal of the basic hourly direct Virgin Train service between Rugby and the North West/Glasgow

· Withdrawal of nearly all Virgin train services between Rugby and Milton Keynes

· Withdrawal of nearly all Virgin train services between Rugby and Watford Junction

Journey times – example increases:

· Rugby to Crewe:  

51 minutes (2007) 
95 minutes (2009)                                                                                                

· Rugby to Milton Keynes : 
20 minutes (2007) 
43 minutes (2010)

· Rugby to Watford Junction:  
36 minutes (2007) 
70 minutes (2010)

The Rugby to Crewe local service:

Good features: 

· Provides an hourly service to and from Manchester by changing at Stoke-on-Trent with an overall journey time of about two hours.

· Provides an hourly service to and from Liverpool by changing at Stafford with an overall journey time of about two hours.

Bad features:

· The journey to Crewe takes 95 minutes compared with 51 minutes by the previous direct Virgin service and provides poor connections to other services at Crewe. (It is quicker to travel via Birmingham New Street when travelling to North West destinations.

· Connections at Tamworth to train services to and from Sheffield and the North East are poor. The connections could be improved if the other half-hourly CrossCountry trains called at Tamworth.

· Connections at Nuneaton for Leicester and Peterborough are poor and there is little that can be done about this without altering the train service between Birmingham and Leicester/Peterborough, which is clearly impractical.

· There is a very inconvenient three hour gap in the Rugby to Crewe service between 1703 and 2003.

Rugby to Northampton, Milton Keynes, Watford Junction and London Euston Train

Services

· Rugby was promised three trains each hour to and from Northampton. Instead of every 20 minutes, the trains depart Rugby at 6, 14 and 40 minute intervals. From Northampton the trains depart for Rugby at 11, 21 and 28 minute intervals.

· Rugby was promised two trains each hour to and from Milton Keynes.  Instead of every 30 minutes, the trains depart from Rugby at 14 and 46 minute intervals. From Milton Keynes the trains depart for Rugby at 26 and 34 minute intervals, which is acceptable.

· Rugby was promised two trains an hour to and from Watford Junction. Instead of a train every 30 minutes, the trains depart Rugby at 14 and 46 minute intervals. From Watford Junction to Rugby, the trains depart at 10 and 50 minute intervals.

· Rugby was promised three trains each hour to and from London Euston.

The trains from Rugby depart at 5, 11 and 44 minutes intervals. From London Euston, the trains depart for Rugby at 6, 9 and 43 minute intervals.

Rugby to Birmingham New Street Service:

Rugby was promised 3 trains each hour to and from Birmingham New Street. Instead of a train every 20 minutes, the trains depart Rugby for New Street at 21, 14 and 25 minute intervals, which is just acceptable. From New Street to Rugby, the trains depart at 3, 40 and17 minute intervals

Virgin Train Services Between London Euston and Birmingham and Manchester

It is interesting to note that whilst the train services to and from Rugby run at very irregular intervals, the planned Virgin three trains each hour services between Euston and Birmingham and Euston and Manchester run at convenient 20 minute intervals.

Increase in Journey Times between Rugby and Preston/Glasgow following the introduction of the New Timetable 

Typical Schedule

2008

2009







Rugby 

dep
14.39

12.16




B’ham New Street
arr


13.01


B’ham New Street   
dep


1320


Preston

arr
16.15

14.51




Glasgow

arr
18.46

17.15




Journey Times:

Rugby-Preston

1h36m
2h35m



Rugby-Glasgow

4h07m
4h59m




                                       -------------------

Typical Schedule

Glasgow

dep
11.10

12.00



Preston

dep
13.49

14.17




B’ham New Street
arr


15.56

B’ham New Street
dep


16.33

Rugby


arr
15.23

17.12




Journey Times:

Glasgow- Rugby

4h13m
5h12m



Preston-Rugby

1h42m
2h55m




Increase in Journey Times:




2008-2009



Rugby-Preston
+59 minutes



Rugby-Glasgow
+52 minutes




Preston-Rugby
+73 minutes



Glasgow-Rugby
+59 minutes



Reduction in Trent Valley Line Virgin Train Departures from Rugby

Mondays to Fridays from 1998 to 2009

Direct trains to Crewe/Preston/The Northwest:

1998


2008


2009




(Total of 20 trains)
(Total of 16 trains)
(Total of 6 trains)


Dep
Destination
Dep
Destination
Dep
Destination    


0710
Manchester
0739
Glasgow
0644
Glasgow

0732
Glasgow
0839
Lancaster
1722
Preston

0803
Liverpool
0949
Holyhead
1822
Liverpool



0840
Preston
1039
Carlisle
1922
Liverpool

0940
Holyhead
1049
Manchester
2203
Preston

1035
Preston
1139
Lancaster
2319
Manchester

1043
Manchester
1239
Glasgow

1105
Liverpool
1339
Lancaster


1136
Blackpool
1439
Glasgow


1238
Lancaster
1539
Glasgow

1435
Preston
1639
Holyhead


1640
Carlisle
1810
Holyhead


1723
Manchester
1856
Glasgow


1803
Liverpool
2041
Carlisle


1834
Holyhead
2138
Preston


1905
Liverpool
2321
Manchester


1944
Preston





2042
Carlisle





2134
Preston





2321
Manchester





Note that the 2009 timetable does not feature any trains during normal business hours.
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