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Simon Warren, MDA

Please ask for Simon Warren

Direct Line (01788) 533500

Fax (01788) 533565

E-mail Address  simon.warren@rugby.gov.uk
DX DX 11681 Rugby(CE)

Our ref SW/DGH/VW/H16.03

Your ref

Date 12" July 2007

Dear Mrs Kelly

Rugby Rail Services from 2009

I'am writing to you to express the concern that Rugby Borough Council has over the proposed
reduction in rail services to and from Rugby from 2009.

On 27% June 2007 Rugby Borough Council passed a motion that this Council believes that
with the completion of the West Coast Main Line railway work and the introduction of new
timetables scheduled for 2009, rail services to and from Rugby should be at least as good as,
and preferably better than those existing before the start of the work in 2004. With recent
changes to the West Midlands and East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategies calling for
proposed growth in Rugby by upwards of 50% and similar growth in Northampton and
Daventry, the need for Rugby Station to provide regular fast train services to London,
Birmingham and the North has never been greater. Better services should also be provided to
link to local stations and to allow Rugby to be used as an interchange station (e.g. for
travellers to/from Northampton) allowing passengers to use fast services without the need to
travel via Birmingham New Street.

Failure to provide a sustainable rail service to the above locations will be environmentally
dathaging, and will add to the burden on our already overly congested road system as
commuters switch back to their cars because the rail system fails to get them to their
destination at the commencement of the working day.

We also have concerns regarding potentially overcrowded trains for passengers who continue
to use the service in the proposed new timetabling. We believe health and passenger safety
should be a serious factor in such considerations.
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e Rugby to and from London. Sufficient fast trains to cater for demand. This is at least one
fast train per hour at off-peak times and additional trains at peak hours. The peak time
service should be two fast trains per hour, except during the hour between 7 and 8am
when five departures to London are needed in order to ensure adequate seating
accommodation for Rugby passengers.

e Rugbv to and from North-West. Preferably one fast train per hour linking stations between
Rugby and Crewe, plus a minimum of 3 trains per day providing a fast service to the
North-West and Scotland. The Council supports Warwickshire’s Local Transport Plan,
o which calls for an hourly fast service and an hourly stopping service on thisroute. ...

o Rugby to and from Birmingham. Four trains per hour linking Rugby with Covehtry,'
Birmingham Airport/NEC and Birmingham.

e Rugby to Northampton. Three trains per hour of which at least one, and preferably two
should progress onward to Milton Keynes and London.

The Council has concerns that in a response from your department on 27" June 2007 that the
service specification for the West Coast Mainline is based on the objective of securing the
best returns by concentrating on reducing journey times between the key population centres to
secure maximum business. Whilst I cannot argue that maximising returns is an admirable
business argument, by ignoring future expansion of this area you are not making the best use
of Rugby’s location near to the centre of the country as a railhead and transport interchange.
The presence of the M1, M6, A14 and AS, all within 5 miles, plus the rail links to
Birmingham and the Trent Valley the proposed reduced service is not only a missed
opportunity, but has the potential to adversely affect the economic prosperity of this area and
its growing population.

Whilst I accept that not every journey can necessarily be replicated post 2009 I believe that
existing services should be improved, not reduced, as a result of the considerable investment
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Yours sincerely

09

Simon Warren
Chief Executive

cc Alan Turner, Secretary of Rugby Rail Users’ Group
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