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	MAY 2011 UPDATE


	Message from the Chairperson, Stephanie Clifford
It was interesting to read a recent press release issued by the Association of Train Operating Companies (ATOC) which indicated that passenger numbers on the railways grew by 4.8% in the first three months of 2011, largely due to the sharp rise in the price of petrol over the same period, contributing to growth of 6.6% over the entire financial year 2010/11.
In the same press release ATOC’s Chief Executive said, ‘the fact that more people are choosing to travel by train underlines the vital role that rail has to play in the economy’s continued recovery’.  He concluded with ‘the job of train companies is to continue providing a range of fares to suit all pockets and improving the quality of rail services on offer to the travelling public’.     

With an outline planning application now submitted to Rugby Borough Council for a major new development on the Rugby Radio Station site (see overleaf), including 6,200 new houses, ATOC’s sentiments about supporting economic growth are fully supported by RRUG in the Group’s response to the Department for Transport’s (DfT) Intercity West Coast franchise consultation which closed on 21st April.  Consultation responses are being used to inform the Invitation to Tender due to be issued this month.    

In the 8 page submission, RRUG says that a new franchise operator should address issues of connectivity and journey opportunity on the whole of the West Coast route to supplement the focus on services to and from London.  RRUG proposes that better use is made of interchange opportunities at main stations on the route, including Rugby, by selective calling patterns on long distance services, especially those to Glasgow and north west England.  Where possible, alternatives to interchange via Birmingham New Street should be part of the service pattern to reduce congestion, make better use of train capacity and improve the overall journey experience.    
At weekends RRUG wants services to offer increased journey options for a broader leisure market on the basis that reduced journey times are less important on Saturdays and Sundays than weekdays.  Also train operators should work together to ensure there is a reasonable late night train service on Saturdays from London to provincial towns including Rugby. 
Picking up on ATOC’s point to improve the quality of rail services, RRUG wants train operators to co-operate fully and integrate services to minimise inconvenience to customers during periods of disruption.  Information flow to passengers is critical in this respect.  With regard to the apparent tendency amongst train operators to cancel services rather than operate late running trains, RRUG says that the franchise operator must be required to operate late running trains or to make suitable alternative arrangements for affected customers.  
The full Intercity West Coast franchise consultation submission can be found on the Members’ area of the website.  Otherwise copies can be obtained by sending an e-mail to the Secretary via the ‘contact’ link, also on the website.
The new franchise, which is set to commence on 1st April 2012 and last for up to 15 years, is being contested by four shortlisted bidders, namely: Abellio Intercity West Coast Limited (NV Nederlandse Spoorwegen); First West Coast Limited (FirstGroup plc); Keolis/SNCF West Coast Limited (Keolis SA and SNCF); and, Virgin Trains Limited (Virgin Group Holdings Limited).  RRUG is hoping to meet with representatives of all four bidders.  The winner is due to be announced in the Autumn.


	More Members Needed!!!  

Since RRUG started in early 2005, the Group has built up strong links with all the main players in the rail industry and developed good working relationships with Virgin staff at Rugby station and London Midland.

The more members we have the more we can claim to be the real voice of Rugby rail users.  It costs £5 to join and membership forms are available via the ‘join us’ link on the website.  
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	RUGBY RADIO STATION - OUTLINE PLANNING APPLICATION
The above planning application has been submitted to Rugby Borough Council (RBC) for an urban extension to Rugby including up to 6,200 dwellings together with retail, financial services, hotel, community and assembly and leisure facilities.  The development also includes commercial and employment space and ancillary facilities as well as a mixed use district centre and 3 subsidiary local centres.  Land is also reserved for a secondary school and 3 primary schools.  The development also incorporates a mixed use traffic route to Rugby and connections to the surrounding highway, cycleway and pedestrian networks.  Full details about the development, plus all the supporting documentation, can be found on RBC’s planning portal at: 
http://www.planningportal.rugby.gov.uk/detail.asp?AltRef=R11/0699
The application is now the subject of statutory consultation by RBC and the developer is hosting drop in public exhibitions at various locations during May to explain the proposals starting on Wednesday 18th at Townsend Memorial Hall, Lilbourne Road, Clifton-upon-Dunsmore from 11am and 8pm.  The exhibition then moves to the Ex-Servicemen’s Club, High Street, Hillmorton on Friday 20th, 11am to 8pm, and finishes inside the Clock Towers Shopping Centre on Saturday 21st, 11am to 5pm. 

Public transport is a key element of the proposals with the provision of a new high frequency and high quality bus service into Rugby providing direct links to key employment and retail areas in the town and the railway station.  The plans also include for land to be reserved on the development site for a potential new railway station on the Northampton Loop Line dependent on a suitable business case justified and supported by all relevant parties. 

RRUG welcomes the strategy of focusing rail travel on the re-modelled Rugby station to strengthen the case for better services and facilities, although RRUG is concerned that this case could be undermined by any proposals for a new station as part of the development.      
The consultation period closes on Tuesday 14th June.        


	AGM 2011:
RRUG’s 6th AGM and Members’ meeting was held at Age Concern, Clifton Road, Rugby on 16th March with representatives of London Midland (LM) and Virgin Trains.

Discussions centred on Network Rail’s West Coast Rail Utilisation Strategy (RUS) consultation and DfT’s Intercity West Coast franchise consultation as well as current issues such as better contingency planning and passenger information when services are disrupted, frequency of on-train ticket checks, the then ongoing dispute between ASLEF and LM, proposed LM ticket office closures and suggested improvements to Rugby station facilities. 

During the part of the evening set aside for the AGM, the meeting voted to accept several changes to the Constitution and agreed to waive 2011/12 fees for existing members and retain the £5 joining fee for new members.  Officers and Committee elected were:

Stephanie Clifford, Hilary Hall, Claire Wells, Alan Turner, David Carpenter, David Cheney, Chris Priddey, Jerry Thorne, Howard Vero, Tony Millinger, Brian Dobinson (co-opted), Robert Stevenson (co-opted and website developer). 

RRUG Members can see the full notes of the meeting in the Members’ area of the website along with the Group’s response to the West Coast RUS consultation.  If anyone wants to raise any issues with LM or VT through the Group, please send the Secretary an e-mail via the ‘contact’ link on the website.  
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