NATIONAL RAIL FARES – CHANGES TO TICKET TYPES
Introduction

The Association of Train Operating Companies (ATOC) has announced changes to the names and categories of rail tickets.  

In future, there will be only three ticket types: Advance, Off-peak and Anytime.  Advance tickets will replace a range of the cheaper tickets such as Leisure Advance, Business Advance, Super Advance and Apex.  Saver tickets will become Off-peak’, and Open tickets will become ‘Anytime’.  It is hoped the new range of tickets will make the fares system easier to understand for passengers.  
The introduction of these new names will not, in itself, mean a change in prices.
The new range of Advance tickets will be available from 18 May.  The introduction of Off-peak and Anytime tickets will take effect from 7 September.

The new ticket types are summarised as follows:
Advance

This will be the name for the cheapest tickets.  They must be bought in advance, and will be for a specific train on a specific date.  The discount will be greatest when bought furthest in advance. 

All Advance tickets will be quota controlled, which means that once the quota for a particular train has been reached, no more tickets at that price will be available, no matter how far in advance tickets are booked.
Advance tickets will be sold on a ‘one-way’ basis.  Passengers will need to buy separate outward and return tickets, but this does allow, for example, for a passenger to use an Anytime ticket in one direction, and a cheaper Advance ticket in the other.
Advance tickets can only be used on the train for which they have been issued.  If used on any other train, the passenger will be treated as if no ticket is held and have to pay the full Anytime fare.

Advance tickets, once bought, cannot be refunded.  If the passenger wishes to change the date and/or time of travel, a £10 administration fee will be charged.

Railcard discounts will now be available for all types of Advance tickets.

Off-peak

These tickets can be bought any time up to the departure of the train.  As the title suggests, they will not be available on specified peak time services on Mondays to Fridays.  Details of the restrictions will be published by the Train Operating Company concerned.
Off-peak tickets are not issued for any specific train, and can be used on any train outside of the specified peak period, and all day on Saturdays and Sundays.

On some lines, there will also be Super Off-peak tickets.  These will be cheaper than Off-peak tickets, but will only be available for travel at more restricted times on Mondays to Fridays, and all day on Saturdays and Sundays.

Off-peak and Super Off-peak tickets are refundable before the date of travel, and can also be changed for another date.  In both circumstances, a £10 administration fee will be charged.

Railcard discounts will be available on Off-peak and Super Off-peak tickets (as with the current Saver tickets).

continued

Anytime

These tickets will be the most expensive tickets, but are valid on any train for the journey shown on the ticket without restriction.  For journeys during peak times on Mondays to Fridays, they will often be the only tickets available.  They can be bought any time up to the departure of the train.  
These tickets are refundable before the date of travel, and can also be changed for another date.  In both circumstances, a £10 administration fee will be charged.

Railcard discounts will be available on Anytime tickets (as with the current Open tickets).

Season tickets, Travelcards, Rover and Day Ranger tickets
There will be no change to these types of ticket.  

Also, special promotional fares will continue to be available from time to time.

