30 April 2010



Dear Mr Thorne,
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 April drawing my attention to RRUG together with a questionnaire. In response:

1. I am familiar with the work done by the RRUG and have in fact attended a number of recent meetings. The issues raised by the group are of the utmost importance and I believe that the rail links in Rugby and the
surrounding areas provide an invaluable service that must continue to be improved to help Rugby flourish.

2. I would work closely with RRUG to ensure that existing services available to passengers continue to improve, and work to encourage links to the proposed high speed rail system.

3. If I am fortunate enough to be elected as the MP for Rugby on the 6th May and the Conservative Party form the Government of the day, I would speak publicly and in the House of Commons, about issues concerning both the RRUG and Rugby as a whole. I would meet with Ministers to put the case for our interests in Rugby.
 
4. If the Conservative Party fails to form a Government in the forthcoming election, I would continue to actively work to support Rugby's local rail network and push for reform of Network Rail to make it more accountable
to its customers.
 
5. I believe that Britain's rail network should provide the opportunity  for all members of the public to travel around the UK with ease and at an affordable price. Therefore, if elected, I would pick up the good work
 carried out by Jeremy Wright and continue the campaign for the restoration of long distance services from Rugby to the North West and Scotland.

In summary, the Conservatives are committed to reform of our railways to provide a better focus on tackling problems that matter most to passengers,  such as overcrowding.
 
Yours sincerely,

 Mark Pawsey
