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Please return by e-mail to jgthorne@ntlworld.com or by post to the address shown on the attached letter. 
1.  Are you aware of the RRUG and do you support the objectives of the Group?

YES, AND YES!
2.   How would you work positively with the RRUG to promote and support rail passenger services at Rugby?

AS A REGULAR RAIL USER I KNOW ONLY TOO WELL THE FRUSTRATION CAUSED BY CANCELATIONS, REPAIR WORK, ETC.  I HAVE ATTACHED AT THE FOOT OF THIS QUESTIONNAIRE A COPY OF A BRIEF SUMMARY OF OUR RAIL POLICY OR YOU CAN READ OUR FULL POLICY HERE:   http://www.ukip.org/content/ukip-policies/1430-transport-ukip-policy
3.
From time to time RRUG campaigns on specific issues, making representations to the Department for Transport, train operators and others involved. If your party were in Government, how would you press cases on behalf of RRUG, especially to Ministers and the Department for Transport.

OUR POLICIES ARE STATED BELOW. I WOULD USE MY POSITION AS MP FOR RUGBY TO PROMOTE THE NEEDS OF RUGBY RAIL USERS. 

4.
If your party were not in Government, how would you support and press any RRUG campaign to Government? 
AGAIN, I WOULD PROMOTE THE NEEDS OF RUGBY ON ANY ISSUE. IN OPPOSITION WE ARE OBVIOUSLY IN DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. IN A HUNG PARLIAMENT WE CAN USE OUR POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE CONTROLLING PARTY ON TRANSPORT ISSUES.
5.
RRUG has campaigned for some time to restore direct long distance Virgin Trains services from Rugby to the North West and Scotland. The Group has been supported by local councils and the previous Member for Parliament in this objective, but has not yet succeeded in achieving a change of policy on this matter of rail service provision at the Department for Transport.

Do you support RRUG’s position on this issue and if elected, what action would you take to press the Department for Transport and Virgin Trains to improve northbound services from Rugby?     
 



I THINK THE POLICY BELOW SHOWS OUR SUPPORT FOR IMPROVED SERVICES.
Thank you for completing this questionnaire.





· Railways
Support a high quality, fast, reliable, affordable and extensive rail network.

Invest in three new 200mph plus high-speed rail lines: London-Newcastle (with other sections e.g. Edinburgh-Glasgow, and to West Coast Main Line), London-Bristol (for Wales)- Exeter, and fast link Birmingham to Great Western Main Line. Other rail sections could become high speed in part.

Improve passenger rail franchises by allowing longer franchise periods of 10-20 years depending on investment needs. We will remove micromanagement by bureaucrats and see that the Government directs but does not manage. We will make rail franchises work better for the consumer, reward successful operators and encourage more on-rail competition. We will democratise the rail franchise process so local people have a greater say over who wins franchise bids. We will want to see a return to distinctive railway brands, identities and services. We support a return to more comfortable train designs for modern trains such as the High Speed Train (HST2). We will abolish the penalty fares regime which too often persecutes honest rail users.

Expand the rail network by reopening select closed or underused rail lines where there is a strong case, and implement an ‘unBeeching Report’ to identify strong cases for re-opening lines where there is a modern day need. We enthusiastically support the 'Community Rail' initiative and micro franchising on smaller lines.

Introduce democratic control over rail engineering works by passengers and freight users to stop excessive engineering closures out of convenience not necessity.

Consider strike free agreements for the national railway and/or the London Tube.

Scrap the current £16 billion London Crossrail scheme and repay Government debt with the released resources. We will look at the most cost efficient options.

Return London’s Circle Line to a circle - the complete circular service recently stopped.

Invest in rail electrification projects to reduce oil dependence and improve services.

Invest in an improved national rail freight network, providing capital funds for important new or reopened rail lines, such as a North-South freight line, proper rail access to ports, and freight concentration depots, yards, interchanges or sidings.

On Underground/Subway Networks, consider extensions or new lines where strong case and consider franchising trains and tracks as one, replacing wasteful PPPs.

