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PRESS RELEASE       

Rugby Cattle Market development: 

Gateway to Rugby remains barred
Rugby Rail Users Group is dismayed to discover that the much-anticipated gateway leading from the train station to the town centre has been blocked at a vital point. 
The master plan for the cattle market redevelopment (the “Market Quarter”) made much of the linear park which would guide train passengers into Rugby town centre. This would seek to end the poor impression that visitors get when arriving in Rugby by rail; and would provide a clear indication of the direction of the town centre.

However, with the Market Quarter set to open, there are two key problems with the “gateway” route to the town:

1. The size and position of the new Travelodge hotel means that passengers will not see the linear park leading to the town; and 
2. The pathway from the station to the Market Quarter goes through a steel security fence, which we understand is not to be removed.
The steel fence is part of the security provided for the station car park, and removing it could reduce the security and the number of spaces available.  
However, the cattle market developers have cut a hole in the old brick wall behind the steel fence and have built steps down to it.  
RRUG approached Network Rail who stated that provision of this pathway was discussed at the design stage but it was clear that it would not be Network Rail’s responsibility to design this or to lead the project. 
RRUG raised the issue with Mark Pawsey MP at a recent meeting. RRUG Chairperson Stephanie Clifford said “It is ridiculous that train passengers wanting to visit the hotel, park and shops of the former cattle market are being penned in by an eight-foot high fence. Everybody seems to want the route through the fence to be unblocked, but no one organisation seems to be able to make it happen. Somebody should bash heads to get this sorted out.”
Enclosed photograph of the fence across the access, photo by Stephanie Clifford

For further information about RRUG please see www.rugbyrailusersgroup.org.uk 
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